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What Does Easter Mean...

| think to truly appreciate
Easter each year, we must ask ---
“What Does It Mean?”

What is all this about? What does it
mean to me?

What difference does it make that
Christ died, Christ is Risen, Christ
will come again. the Mystery of
Faith, if you will.

| mean is Easter just about
bunny rabbits? (I'm not real sure just
how we got from resurrection to
rabbits. | suppose | could look it up,
but why? And, | have it on pretty go
authority that rabbits do not lay
eggs.) Is Easter about a new fancy
hat, brunch with the family, breakfast
disguised as a Sunrise service.-- oh,
yeah, need to drop by church.--After
all, “It's Easter!”

Well, I hate to melt your
chocolate bunny, -- But...

Easter is about a man who
was God. Who suffered a horrible
death on a Cross. Three days later
he was raised from the dead and
appeared to those who believed in
Him. Some say he is still doing that.
(I know He speaks by the Spirit.)
This is the greatest miracle of God.
The miracle is really cool. The
miracle is worthy of celebration --
(put down the melted bunny) ---
What does it mean?

For sure we know the what.
They crucified Jesus. They hung
him on a Cross until he was dead.
They did it because he was telling
people that life can be full of Joy,
Hope, Peace, and Love. He told
them of a God who loved them. He
told them that if they wanted to
please God, if they wanted eternal
life they need to Love God and Love
their Neighbor. He said one needed
to set oneself aside. To love without
expecting anything in return. To
even love those who don't love you.
For that you get a death sentence
because he was a threat to the
selfish, self-centered, power crazy,

..to YOU?

evil rulers of the times who were
afraid they would have to give up
what they had. Crucifying Jesus
didn’t do them any good. They just
thought they could get rid of a prob-
lem.

In the crucifixion of Jesus
God Will was done. God found away
to bring the world into a relationship
with Him. God found a way to ex-
press His overwhelming love for us.
God found a way to overcome our
sin so we could come into His pres-
ence.

God has always found a
way. When the people rebelled
against God’s love (a main theme of
the Bible, and a main theme for to-
day's world) God’s did not desert us.
God continued to love us, even in
spite of what we had done (and con-
tinue to do) against God.

God made peace with us
through the blood of Christ.

Thomas C. Oden writing in “The
Word of Life, Systematic Theology
Vol Il p. 349 paraphrased, “Christ’s
suffering on the Cross satisfied the
holiness of God so as to remove the
obstacle to our pardon and recon-
ciliation with God. ‘What the holi-
ness of God required, the love of
God provided.”

This is why John 3:16-17
(NRSV) "For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son
into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be
saved through him.”

This is the Grace of God. He
loved us so much He provided a
Way for us. AWay of Faith. A Way
of Belief. Without Faith, without Be-
lief, there is no Way
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Asking what Easter means
may not be the right approach to un-
derstanding. | think the meaning of
Easter is more a feeling. the mean-
ing of Easter is not about intellectual
knowledge as much as being as-
sured we are saved. We are saved
by the Grace of God expressed to us
in the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 2:8)

What does Easter mean?
Easter means we celebrate every
day in praise and thanksgiving the
gift of love and life given to us by
God.

| wish you a Joyful, Celebrative,
Thankful Easter!

Pastor Paul

Mark 10:43-45 Who-
ever wants to be a
leader among you
must be your servant,
and whoever wants to
be first must be the
slave of all. For even |,
the Son of Man, came
here not to be served
but to serve others,
and to give my life as a
ransom for many."




Easter Lilly's

Thirty Easter Lilies have
been ordered for Easter Sun-
day, April 12th. We will have
an information sheet that you
can pick up with your bulletin
on Easter Sunday, showing
the names of those who pur-
chased them, and who they
are honoring with their pur-
chase.

The cost is still only
$10.00 each.

Yours in Christ,

Martha Martin

Ryan Wakefield

Ryan Wakefield, son of
Paul and Margie Woodworth
has moved to a group home in
Tyler and it would very nice for
him to get a quick note or a
card occasionally from his old
friends at OMUC. Ryan’s new
address is: 13470 Choctaw
Drive, Tyler, Texas 75709.

Thanks for your nice
and warm wishes to Ryan.

SILENT SERMON

A member of a certain church,
who previously had been attending
services regularly, stopped going.
After a few weeks, the preacher de-
cided to visit him. It was a chilly eve-
ning. The preacher found the man at
home alone, sitting before a blazing
fire. Guessing the reason for his
preacher's visit, the man welcomed
him, led him to a comfortable chair
near the fireplace and waited.

The preacher made himself at
home but said nothing. In the grave
silence, he contemplated the dance
of the flames around the burning
logs. After some minutes, the
preacher took the fire tongs, carefully
picked up a brightly burning ember
and placed it to one side of the
hearth all alone then he sat back in
his chair, still silent.

The host watched all this in
quiet contemplation. As the one lone
ember's flame flickered and dimin-
ished, there was a momentary glow
and then its fire was no more. Soon
it was cold and dead...

Not a word had been spoken
since the initial greeting.. The
preacher glanced at his watch and
realized it was time to leave. He
slowly stood up, picked up the cold,
dead ember and placed it back in the
middle of the fire. Immediately it be-
gan to glow, once more with the light
and warmth of the burning coals
around fit.

As the preacher reached the
door to leave, his host said with a
tear running down his cheek, 'Thank
you so much for your visit and espe-
cially for the fiery sermon. | shall be
back in church next Sunday.'

We live in a world today, which
tries to say too much with too little.
consequently, few listen. Sometimes
the best sermons are the ones left
unspoken..

The Lord’s Prayer 2009

The Lord is my Shepherd -----
that's a Relationship!

| shall not want ----- that's Supply!

He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures ----that's Rest!

He leadeth me beside the still wa-
ters ----- that's Refreshment!

He restoreth my soul  ----- that's
Healing!

He leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness-- that's Guidance!

For His name sake ----- that's Pur-
pose!

Yea though | walk through the val-
ley of the shadow of death ----that's
Testing!

| will fear no evil ----- that's Protec-
tion!

For Thou art with me  ----- that's
Faithfulness!

Thy rod and Thy staff they com-
fort me ----- that's Discipline!

Thou preparest a table before me
in the presence of mine enemies  --
-- that's Hopel!

Thou annointest my head with oll
----- that's Consecration!

My cup runneth over ----- that's
Abundance!

Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life  ---
- that's Blessing!

And | will dwell in the house of the
Lord----- that's Security!

Forever ----- that's Eternity!



AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS

I imagined | stood at the foot of the cross
And gazed on my dying Lord.

His body was bloody and bruised and
torn

His side had been pierced with a sword.

I looked in His eyes that were filled with
pain

Expecting great anguish to see

But the eyes that looked down from the
old rugged cross

Had only compassion for me.

His shoulders were bent with the burden
He bore

His dear heart was breaking in two
And yet He cried out “Father, Forgive,
They know not what they do.”

He carried the sins of the world on His
back

They were almost too heavy to bear

And even His Father could not look at
Him

As He hung so helplessly there.
No greater love has ever been shown
Than Jesus showed us on that day
When on that cruel, old rugged cross
He took all our sins away.
| stand at the foot of the cross today
And think of my Lord’s loving Grace

The love that caused Him to come down
to earth

And die on the cross in my place.
So I'll cling to the cross as long as | live
I'll follow the steps of my Lord

And He'll take me one day to His heav-
enly home

And His glory will be my reward.

Lucille Cook

(Ken Garrison’s Aunt)

UMW News

Our next meeting is April 7"
and a special skit “The 3 Marys”,
written by our own Ruth Flowers, will
be performed. This skit is based on
John 19 :25 and is very moving. It
gives you a look into the feelings of
the 3 Marys in Jesus' life.

Fellowship begins at 9:30
with the business meeting starting at
10:00. Please come join us, there’s
always room for a few more !!

Several of our UMW mem-
bers attended the District Spiritual
Growth/Spring Celebration at Trinity
UMC on Saturday the 28" of
March .

Don't forget our next UMW
fundraiser lunch on Sunday May 3™
in the fellowship hall after Services.
Remember how delicious the last
one was? Well here is the menu for
May:

Beef Brisket in Beer with brown
sugar/chili sauce gravy,

Family Favorite Potato Salad,
Charro beans a’ la’ Mary,

Deviled Eggs,
Rolls and butter,

Iced tea/coffee,

and last but not least DESSERT.

SCRIPTURES

April 5

Passion/Palm Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms
Mark 11: 11-11

Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29

Liturgy of the Passion
**|saiah 50: 4-9a

Psalm 31: 9-16

Philippians 2: 5-11

Mark 14: 1-15:47 or Mark 15:
1-39 (40-47)

April 12

Easter Day

*Acts 10: 34-43

Psalm 118: 1-2,14-24

John 20: 1-18 or Mark 16: 1-8

April 19

2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32-35

Psalm 133

**1 John 1: 1-2:2
John 20: 19-31

April 26

3rd Sunday of Easter
Acts 3: 12-19

Psalm 4

**1 John 3: 1-7

Luke 24:36b-48




Sabbath rule-keeping

By Thomas Steagald
Special Contributor

| promise | am not making this up.

My daughter, taking a break
from her pursuit of a graduate de-
gree, is a server at the Chili's restau-
rant a few miles down from our
house. Like many others her age,
she is already pretty critical of the
church and its obvious hypocrisies.

Her cynicism, that is to say,
is neither atypical nor incomprehen-
sible. Nor does this kind of thing
help—her or others.

A group of six churchgoers
came in the other night after their
evening services and sat down, not
in her area but in another server’s.
When the girl came to greet them
and take their drink order, one of
them said, “We want to tell you up
front that we will not be tipping you
tonight because . . . “

Are you ready? we do not believe in
people working on Sunday.”

The girl was taken full-
aback, stammered out something
that sounded like, “I wouldn’t have to
work on Sunday if so many church
people didn’'t come in!” She was furi-
ous. So was the manager of the res-
taurant whom she summoned to deal
with them.

| think he should have
tossed the people out on their . . .
uh . .. Bibles. To his credit, and
demonstrating something like agape
all around, he said to them, “Well, we
don't believe in making our people
work for nothing, so | will be serving
you tonight.”

And he did. God bless him.

No one is consistent—I am
clear on that. But better to confess
your own sin in such a situation than
presume to see it in another who is
just doing the best they can.

No wonder Jesus had such
animosity toward Pharisees who “lay
[heavy burdens] on the shoulders of
others; but they themselves are un-
willing to lift a finger to move
them” (Matthew 23:4).

No wonder an entire genera-
tion of would-be believers has such
animosity toward the church.

As George MacDonald wrote
long ago, “Had you given yourself to
understanding his word that you
might do it, and not the quarrying
from it of material wherewith to but-
tress your systems, in many a heart
by this time would the name of the
Lord be loved where now it remains
unknown . .. "

For my part—and | am a
Pharisee myself even saying this,
but | cite my practice not with pride
but with confession—I pray for the
forgiveness of God and verbally ask
the forgiveness of the Hardee’s
drive-through lady each Sunday as |
buy coffee on my way to church.

I know | am complicit: On the
one hand, | do wish—with my head
and heart—that all people had Sun-
day free. That said, | do nothing,
nothing to lift a finger to make that
happen, by even so little an act of
self-sacrifice as making my own cof-
fee on a busy Sunday morning,
much less by not eating a Sunday
lunch or dinner at one of the sit-down
places in town.

The Rev. Steagald is pastor of First
UMC in Stanley, N.C. This commen-
tary is reprinted from his blog.

Palm Sunday Text
[8] And a very great multitude spread
their garments in the way; others cut
down branches from the palm trees,
and strewed them in the way.
[9] And the multitudes that went be-
fore, and that followed, cried, saying,
Hosanna to the Son of David:
Blessed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord; Hosanna in the
highest.
[10] And when he was come into
Jerusalem, all the city was moved,
saying, Who is this?
[11] And the multitude said, This is
Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of
Galilee.

An eye-witness account
from New York City

On a cold day in December,
a little boy about 10 years old was
standing before a shoe store on the
roadway, barefooted, peering
through the window, and shivering
with cold.

A lady approached the boy
and said, "My little fellow, why are
you looking so earnestly in that win-
dow?"

"I was asking God to give
me a pair of shoes," was the boy's

reply.

The lady took him by the
hand and went into the store and
asked the clerk to get half a dozen
pairs of socks for the boy. She then
asked if he could give her a basin of
water and a towel. He quickly
brought them to her. She took the
little fellow to the back part of the
store and, removing her gloves, knelt
down, washed his little feet, and
dried them with a towel. By this time
the clerk had returned with the
socks. Placing a pair upon the boy's
feet, she purchased him a pair of
shoes. She tied up the remaining
pairs of socks and gave them to him.

She patted him on the head
and said, "No doubt, my little fellow,
you feel more comfortable now?"

As she turned to go, the as-
tonished lad caught her by the hand,
and looking up in her face, with tears
in his eyes, answered the question
with these words: "Are you God's
Wife?"

Glm}f Hallelujah!

Jesus
Set Me Free



Holy Communion - What
We've Experienced Together
Over the Past Year.

A little over one year ago,
this Church began to celebrate Holy
Communion every Sunday as part of
our Worship together.

Initially, there was the ques-
tion, “Why?” The answer is easy.

First, it is a way of receiving
God’'s Grace. In Holy Communion
we experience the presence of the
risen Christ in us and among us.

Second, we are reminded of
all of God’s expressions of love to-
ward us, particularly in the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.

Third, we are forgiven and
redeemed again as the People of
God. Equipped to go forth from the
Church to live for God and for others.

Lastly, we are united with
each other and with Christ.

So the answer to
“Why?” is easy -- WHY
NOT!H! Why not receive
Grace? Why not receive love? Why
not be forgiven again? Why not give
our thanks and praise to God who
has done so much for us.

Over the past
year | have had many
conversations about Holy Commun-
ion. | have consolidated what people
have told me. Some said that when
we first started it wasn’t any big deal.
But, as they came to the Lord’s Table
week after week, receiving the ele-
ments (bread and cup) became more
and more meaningful. Communion
gave them a chance to truly reflect on
their relationship with God.

Another response, wondered
how we had gone so long without
making Communion a part of our
weekly worship?

Now that we were offering
Communion weekly, they couldn’t
imagine coming to Church and not
receiving Communion.

The most common was
more frequent Communion has
deepened their worship experience
and increased their spirituality.

As for me, | wondered how |
would react, celebrating the Sacra-
ment of Holy Communion every
week. | wondered if the liturgy would
lose it's meaning. Well, | think those
of you who attend worship know the
answer to that question. Conducting
the Sacrament every week has
deepened my understanding of
Communion and my appreciation of
the “gift” participating in it gives me.
| can not help feeling joyful. | am
always humbled that | have been
given the responsibility to be the
Celebrant. Communion for me has
been heightened not diminished. |
would have to agree. --- | can't imag-
ine a worship service without Com-
munion.

The conduct of the Sacra-
ment brings into focus the reason we
are present on Sunday -- to encoun-
ter God through the risen Christ.
When we get to Holy Communion
that encounter become as real as it
can get; “Christ our Lord invites to
His Table all who love him...”

So, let us continue
to be forgiven, nourished,
healed transformed, united, and re-
minded of the eternal life -- the heav-
enly banquet -- waiting for us who
would believe.

Pastor Paul

'

Methodist Men’s Group

The Methodist Men gathered
for breakfast on Saturday the
14thof March at 8:30 a.m.—30 mem-
bers enjoyed breakfast and fellow-
ship.

Our guest for the morning
was County Judge John Thompson,
who shared several hi-points of his
long service to Polk County.

During the process he de-
scribed what the County is trying to
do to alleviate prisoner crowding and
increase security at the court house
with new district courts and offices
for both the county and district
clerks.

He also spoke on the plans
for bringing a branch of Angelina
College to Livingston on a site just
north of the Chamber of Commerce
building on the 59 by-pass. Grants
and bonds are being studied for this
project, it will afford two year educa-
tion to local students making it easier
on parents

The fish fry for June was
discussed and we are working on a
flyer to promote the event and dis-
cussing selling tickets at Brookshire
Brothers on weekends.

The tomb of Christ is but the bed
He rested on three days.

Easter morn He rose again,

The flower of our spring.

On Him, arisen from the dead,
Must we, though flesh decays,
Bestow our faith that when we die
Our souls, like His, shall not long
lie

Forsaken in our tomb.

Christ shall, with deep affection,
when

He sees our soul's affliction, then
Redeem us with His pain.

In His eternal suffering

Shall we find grace enough to
bring

The seed of faith to bloom.



A NURSERY AND CHILDREN'S SUNDAY
SCHOOL

It is with great joy that we announce the
opening of our new and improved Nursery facility for
ages birth thru three years. We are now located in
the old Conference Room in the office area. Please
do stop by for a look at our Sunny Walls and Noah's
Ark theme. Many thanks to all of the Happy Hands
that worked to make this possible for the children.

Children under 12 now attend a special class
during the sermon with Karen or Sandy in the fellow-
ship hall. Check the bulletin board for pictures and
items they work on during this time, Please consider
bringing relatives, or neighborhood children to learn
of God'’s great works... Remember He said “Suffer
the little children unto Me.” that means all God’s chil-
dren...



